
 

THE PALEY CENTER FOR MEDIA ANNOUNCES  
THE PALEY HONORS: CELEBRATING WOMEN IN TELEVISION 

PRESENTED BY VERIZON ON MAY 17 IN NEW YORK 

 

Event to Feature Special Tribute to the Legendary Carol Burnett  

 

Marlo Thomas to Present Opening Remarks 

 

The Most Influential Personalities in Television and Entertainment to Gather in Celebration, 

Including Presenters and Participants: Carol Burnett, Lauren Graham, Dorothy Hamill,   

Mariska Hargitay, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Julianna Margulies, Chrissy Metz, Tracee Ellis Ross, 

Marlo Thomas, and Paula Zahn 

 

Guests of the Evening Include: Yetide Badaki, Camren Bicondova, Rachel Bloom, Lynda Carter, 

Margaret Colin, Donna de Varona, Hilary Farr, Diane Guerrero, Tamron Hall, Aphrodite Jones, 

Regina King, Judith Light, Lela Loren, Susan Lucci, Wendi McLendon-Covey,  

S. Epatha Merkerson, Bridget Moynahan, Naturi Naughton, Deborah Norville, Jessica Pimentel, 

Alysia Reiner, Gloria Reuben, Erin Richards, Blanca Soto, Lesley Visser, Heidi Watney,  

Dr. Ruth Westheimer, and Lynn Whitfield 

 

The Occasion Celebrates the Expansion of the Women’s Collection in the Paley Archive, the 

Nation’s Largest Publicly Accessible Archive of Television and Radio Programming 

Verizon Returns as Presenting Sponsor 

Event Co-Chairs Include: 21st Century Fox, Hearst and The Loreen Arbus Foundation 

 

NEW YORK, NY, May 8, 2017 – Some of the most iconic, moving, and hilarious moments in television 

have come from brilliant and talented women. From Marlo Thomas’ memorable portrayal of the first 

quintessential independent woman in That Girl and Mary Tyler Moore in The Mary Tyler Moore Show, to 

Ellen DeGeneres bravely coming out on national television, and Lucille Ball’s hilarious efforts to keep up 

with a candy conveyor belt, these amazing women broke barriers and entertained millions. On May 17, 

2017 the achievements of these and other pioneering women will be recognized by The Paley Center for 

Media at its annual spring gala The Paley Honors: Celebrating Women In Television Presented by 

Verizon. Marlo Thomas will kick-off the festivities that will also feature a tribute to the legendary Carol 

Burnett, the event will start at 6:30 pm at Cipriani Wall Street. 

 

“I’m thrilled to be honored by the prestigious Paley Center for Media,” said Carol Burnett. “I will always 

be grateful for the opportunity to be on television as long as I have. It is a wonderful and powerful 

medium that, when done well, can impact millions of lives in a positive way.  It’s very exciting to take 

part in this special evening with these amazing women.”  



 

"What's so compelling about women's roles on television is that they have reflected -- and often instigated 

-- the seismic changes that have taken place in our culture for the last half century. In the early days of 

TV, women were supposed to be perfect — innocent and chaste, cooperative and never angry, an ideal 

wife and supermom. It took warriors to break through and depict women in all their complex, imperfect 

splendor -- over-worked and loving, accomplished and insecure while never losing sight of entertaining 

us -- to make us laugh or cry or think. It's been quite a journey,” said Marlo Thomas. 

 

Carol Burnett, Lauren Graham, Dorothy Hamill, Mariska Hargitay, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Julianna 

Margulies, Chrissy Metz, Tracee Ellis Ross, María Elena Salinas, Marlo Thomas, and Paula Zahn are 

among the growing roster of icons and influencers slated to honor notable contributions made by women 

in a wide array of television genres including: drama, comedy, news, sports, and music, covering eight 

decades. Verizon returns as Presenting Sponsor. 21st Century Fox, Hearst, and The Loreen Arbus 

Foundation will serve as co-chairs. Host Committee Members include: FreeWheel, the NBA/WNBA, The 

Walt Disney Company, Tishman Speyer, and Viacom & BET. Patron supporters of this event include: A 

& E Networks, AMC Networks, CBS Corporation/Showtime Networks, Inc, Comcast NBCUniversal, 

Deloitte & Touche LLP, ESPN, Heidrick & Struggles, ION Media, IPG, Mutual of America, JW Marriott 

Essex House New York, Publicis Worldwide, SESAC, and Univision. 

 

“The Paley Center is so proud to bring together this incredible gathering of women for what promises to 

be a once-in-a-lifetime event.” said Maureen J. Reidy, President & CEO of The Paley Center for Media. 

“Together, we’ll celebrate the pioneering entertainers, groundbreaking series, and current hit shows that 

have sparked conversations, educated audiences, and thrilled generations.” 

 

“Verizon is pleased to partner with the Paley Center to celebrate the exemplary contributions of female 

visionaries who have shaped and inspired our culture,” said Diego Scotti, Chief Marketing Officer, 

Verizon. “The diverse group of women we are honoring have been part of some of the most memorable 

moments in entertainment, and their stories continue to connect and inspire us.” 

 

The Paley Honors: Celebrating Women in Television Presented by Verizon will present critically 

acclaimed programs of historical importance, pay homage to creative female visionaries including actors, 

comedians, athletes and journalists, and feature iconic talent across generations recognizing the 

contributions of legacy stars and today’s most recognizable names.  

 

This momentous occasion benefits the Paley Center’s programs and its ongoing efforts to expand and 

preserve the Paley Archive, which includes the Women’s Collection.  Featuring over 160,000 programs, 

the Paley Archive is the nation’s largest publicly accessible archive of television and radio programs from 

over seventy countries, spanning almost one hundred years.  

 

The Paley Honors production team is led by Paley Center President & CEO Maureen J. Reidy and 

Executive Vice President of Programming Diane Lewis.  Terry Lawler, Executive Director of New York 

Women in Film and Television, serves as special advisor and is joined by veteran TV producer, Heidi 

Palarz who serves as producer. 

 

"New York Women in Film & Television is proud and honored to work with the Paley Center on this 

extraordinary event,” said Terry Lawler. “Women have made crucial contributions to the art of television 

performance. It is wonderful to be part of celebrating this exceptional work." 

For additional event information, including how to purchase tables, tickets, and ads, please visit 

paley.me/honors2017. 

 



# # # 

About The Paley Center for Media 
The Paley Center for Media, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with locations in New York and Los 

Angeles, leads the discussion about the cultural, creative, and social significance of television, radio, and 

emerging platforms for the professional community and media-interested public. Drawing upon its 

curatorial expertise, an international collection, and close relationships with the leaders of the media 

community, the Paley Center examines the intersections between media and society. The general public 

can access the Paley Center’s permanent media collection which contains over 160,000 television and 

radio programs and advertisements, and participate in programs that explore and celebrate the creativity, 

the innovations, the personalities, and the leaders who are shaping media. Through the global programs 

of its Media Council and International Council, the Paley Center also serves as a neutral setting where 

media professionals can engage in discussion and debate about the evolving media landscape. Previously 

known as The Museum of Television & Radio, the Paley Center was founded in 1975 by William S. 

Paley, a pioneering innovator in the industry. For more information, please visit paleycenter.org 

 

Media Contacts:  

Teresa Brady | The Paley Center for Media | tbrady@paleycenter.org | 212-621-6697 

 

http://www.paleycenter.org/
mailto:tbrady@paleycenter.org

